
 

Welcome to this latest edition of our bulletin. 

I would like to say well done to all of our Year 11, 12 and 13 students who have been sitting their exams 
recently. They have approached them with maturity and dedication.  I hope that you receive the grades that 
reflect your hard work. 

Year 11 students have been busy as we not only prepare them for their examinations but also for the next 
steps in their lives, be that staying with us into Sixth Form or going elsewhere. Individual one-to-one 
interviews have been going on alongside the careers programme, which includes a number of external 
speakers and activities. Thank you to all of the Year 11 parents who attended the evening session with our 
academic mentor.  

I would like to thank those employers who took time out of their busy schedules to help our students with 
mock interviews, preparing students for apprenticeships and Post 16 and 18 study. The feedback was very 
impressive, many employers saying they were some of the best students they have ever interviewed. So 
well done to our students. 

We continue to experience many successes with our sports teams including Champions of Oadby and 
Wigston and successes in national competitions.  Although, as we all know, it is not just about the teams 
and competitions, we also have hundreds of students taking part in our clubs and activities.  If your child is 
not already involved please encourage them to do so to make new friends and try out new experiences. 

Year 9 students have now started their option programme. This is only at the very start and as you have 
been informed, it is a very comprehensive programme. We continue to offer one of the widest ranges of 
subjects in the county and are always reviewing our offer.  Please reassure your child that there is plenty of 
time and support available before they have to make their final choices. More details can be found on the 
Academy website. 

Just a reminder that the Wizard of Oz rehearsals are underway and the cast and crew have been working 
tremendously hard to ensure our tradition of high-quality performances continue. If you haven’t already 
booked tickets and wish to, please visit the website. 

And finally, as always, thank you for all that you and your children do in continuing to support your school. I 
wish you all a good half term break. 

Mr Mike Wilson 
Headteacher 
Wigston Academy/Wigston College 

In response to our Academy Student Voice, we are holding a non-uniform day on Friday 

17th February to raise awareness and money to support people hit by the devastating 

earthquakes which recently hit Turkey and Syria.  We are asking that students donate £1 

or provide a contribution to our in-school food cupboard. 

College students will hold their non-dress code day on Thursday 16th February. 



Year 7 students quickly settled back into the new Spring Term. It’s hard to believe we are nearly 
at half term! Their behaviour, attitude and commitment towards their learning continues to 
show, with a whopping 105,695 achievement points and many students having zero behaviour 
points; this clearly is a reflection on what a fabulous year group they are!  

Whilst remembering our core values, Responsibility, Resilience, Engagement, Ambition and 
Respect, students continue working hard for their Bronze or Silver Passports, some have 
already completed these and are looking forward to starting their Gold Passport later on in the 
year. 

Mrs D Smith – Head of Year 7 

The vast majority of Year 8 students settled really well after coming back from their Christmas 
break. It was lovely to see them all safe and well. As we move through the year and fast 
approaching February half term, it is very important that we remind ourselves of our core 
values; Responsibility, Resilience, Engagement, Ambition and Respect – these are our values that 
we pride ourselves on and need to show not just in school but in the wider community as well. 

As I have mentioned to the students in assembly, when we come back after half term we will be 
in March, with the summer term just around the corner. I have explained to students that in 
Year 9 they have to pick their options for GCSE’s and the intensity starts to increase a little. With 
this in mind it is hugely important that students showcase their levels of maturity, fine tune their 
behaviour and attend school all the time. This will keep as many doors open for students when 
the time comes to choose their options. 

As ever, thank you for your continued support as parents and carers. If you have any concerns 
please do not hesitate to contact me directly via email: dcarletti@wigstonmat.org or phone  
0116 2881228. 

Mr D Carletti – Head of Year 8 

It has been a lovely, but very busy start to 2023. Many events have taken place, in the what we 
call "never ending month of January".  

As you are aware, our options process has begun and our students are both excited, as well as 
nervous, about this big step.  

It was lovely to see so many parents and carers at our options evening and I hope you found this 
informative. It is nice to be able to come together, as a community, to support the progress of 
our students.  

Over the next few months we have a wide range of planned activities that will help Year 9 make 
the right decisions with their GCSE choices. This includes taking part in interviews and taster 
sessions, plus lots more.  Myself and Miss Quinn will be supporting them during this time to help 
make this an easy and enjoyable process.  

Mrs C Bentley – Head of Year 9 

mailto:dcarletti@wigstonmat.org


It was so nice to see so many of you face to face in the building at parents’ evening, it had been 
such a long time since we were able to do that.  

Year 10 have had a successful half term, the vast majority have been working extremely hard in 
lessons.  It is always a pleasure seeing them engaged in their learning. The atmosphere at break 
and lunchtime continues to be nice and calm.  I am looking forward to the warmer weather so 
they can make use of the field again.  

As a year group, we have accumulated many Achievement Points, our students are regularly  
rewarded with Golden Tickets for receiving points and it is almost time for our end of term  
rewards assembly.  So many students are rewarded for their efforts and achievements.  

Thank you for your support in helping your child to find a work experience placement, this is 
such a great opportunity for them and will give them a clearer idea of what they may or may not 
want to do as a career in the future.  

A reminder to Year 10 - attendance is vitally important, every day counts, every lesson matters.  
Please bring your readiness kit and reading book to school every day and remember homework 
needs to be completed and handed in on time.  

I hope all students have a safe, relaxing break ready for the next half term. Thank you for your 
continued support and please do get in touch if you have any concerns.  

Miss C Bramley – Head of Year 10  

Firstly, can I thank you for supporting us through that very long half term by ensuring your child 
is in every day, on time, in full uniform and with the correct equipment. The term after 
Christmas is always tough, especially for Year 11s with all they have to manage. 

This half term has been very successful and students have accomplished a great deal. We were 
especially proud during the mock interviews; the local businesses were very complimentary 
about the students which made us feel very proud. The students found this experience 
extremely valuable and some have managed to take on board the feedback, which has 
improved confidence for their College interviews.  

The parent information evening with Dawn Dobney was another success and the feedback from 
parents was very positive.  We hope you are starting to implement these tips, to ensure the 
students are in the very best routine possible, ready for the start of their GCSEs.  

We ask that you continue to encourage your child to attend the after-school interventions. If 
your child has been invited to a specific one this will be because the PPE identified this topic as 
needing further support and therefore it is really important to attend. Information has already 
been sent regarding the February half term sessions and we hope lots of the students have 
signed up.  

A reminder about equipment: to those students that are not bringing in enough, please use the 
break to stock up and get organised. It is really difficult for a student to make strong notes that 
can be used for revision if they have missing equipment.  

We hope you have received the information regarding the leavers hoodies, any queries please 
email me or Mrs Brennan.  

We hope you have a lovely half term. 

Mrs R Chapman – Head of Year 11 



Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

Spencer Cardwell Filip Andruszkie Edward Baldwin Cassie Birdas Giselle Admire 

Lacey Farrell Joseph Barker Oliver Baldwin Lily Coull Sian Armstrong 

Jack Fletcher Amelia Dubbins Bayden Chapman Daniel Emery Thomas Baldwin 

Xavier Jethwa Oliver Emery Francesca Collick Jessica Gledhill Shannon Carter 

Lyla Kendall Leo Gillespie Manraj Dhani Ben Hamilton Jake Dytham 

Ishani Mhesuria Alex Hindocha Kayden Johnson Bethany Kalala Jack Lyttle 

Ruby Mills Riley Hudson Alexandra Leeson Yashtyn Mhesuria Janessa Madhas 

Olly Morton Ellie Johnson Oscar Lord Elliott Sproston Amelia Moreton 

Callum Thomson Jakub Mazurkiew Leah Mistry Gracie Vale Molly May Parker 

Lucas Wayman Ella Ovenall Shanice Ocquaye Brody Wilson Aisha Tariq 

Here are our top ten students so far this year.  As always, students have been selected for 

their attitude to learning, good behaviour and excellent attendance.  Well done to all of 

you! 

On the 2nd of February, Year 9 and KS4 students took part in the Intermediate Mathematical Challenge. 
Ninety of our best mathematicians took part in a 60 minute, multiple-choice challenge that encouraged 
mathematical reasoning, the precision of thought and fluency in using basic mathematical techniques to 
solve interesting problems. All our students performed exceptionally well and were complimented after 
the exam-like test. If your child was one of the students invited to take part in this challenge, please 
congratulate them as it means they can think outside the box. 

 

 



We regularly share the top ten revision tips with students and staff, suggestions of how parents and 
carers can support students in the coming months. 

Intervention has been up and running all term and the current schedule is in the table below. We have 
been running targeted lectures during tutor time so that students with an identified area for 
development can get support in progressing. 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Lunch 
Art Art Art   Art 

Sociology         

After School 

Geography 
Food Science Maths (KS4 &   

English Languages Enterprise Sociology   

Sport Health Maths (KS5) History   

History (KS5) Creative iMedia Dance Music (KS5)   

Chemistry (KS5) Computer Science Drama    

  Business PE     

  Psychology       

  English (KS5)       

  Music (KS5)       

  Biology (KS5)       

Some subjects have invited students to attend additional support sessions over half term. These 
invitations will be sent out via Weduc. 

Non-Exam Assessments (NEA) are almost complete.  In the coming weeks deadlines for hand-in vary 
between subjects. The NEA work accounts for up to 50% of the course content and improving this 
following feedback and guidance will have a positive impact on the final results.  Results for students 
who sat examinations in January will be available from 15th March, depending on the examination sat 
and the exam board. 

All students in exam year groups have been provided with an individual revision plan based on their 
subjects. The plan breaks down every subject to topics to revise each month. Students have been told 
to stick to 20 to 30 minute chunks of revision and do one topic per night. If they have stuck to the plan 
since the beginning of term, they will have revised everything in all subjects.  

This is a very important term for Year 9 students. Until now they have had very little choice about which 
subjects they study as they are required to follow the National Curriculum. As students progress into Key 
Stage 4 (KS4) students will all study core subjects (English, Maths and Science), but also some option 
subjects which they choose through the option process. Details about subjects can be found in the 
options booklet at      https://wigstonacademy.org/curriculum/year-9-options/. 

The process was launched on Thursday 26th January.  Students have had a careers workshop run by the 
LEBC and have recently had the opportunity to try different KS4 subjects they are considering for next 
year. Parents evening just before half term and one-to-one meetings with school leaders will continue 
the dialogue with students as they make their final decisions. The online system is now live and students 
can select their three subjects any time before the 17th March deadline. They must select one of the four 
traditional subjects (Geography, History, French or Spanish), and they can choose any two other subjects. 

https://wigstonacademy.org/curriculum/year-9-options/


The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is a measure of school and student success and it is now seen as the 
‘gold standard’ for GCSEs. This essentially means that a student may be judged in terms of whether they 
achieve a grade in the five key subjects making up the EBacc: English GCSE, Maths GCSE, Science GCSE, a 
modern language GCSE and a GCSE in History or Geography. This combination of subjects is particularly 
useful if you are looking to go to university, to do a higher or degree apprenticeship, or to follow certain 
professions. We encourage our aspirational students to follow the EBacc group of subjects; research 
reveals that this will open up lots of doors and increase the likelihood of success in English and Maths for 
the young person. Students who select the EBacc route will chose a humanity (History or Geography) as 
the traditional subject then select a modern foreign language (Spanish or French) as one of the other two 
subjects. 

If you would like any further information about the process, please contact me via 
mashton@wigstonmat.org 

Academic Year 2023 

School Closes—Friday 17th February 2023 

Mid term break—Monday 20th—Friday 24th February 2023 

School Opens—Monday 27th February 2023 

School Closes—Friday 31st March 2023 

School Opens—Monday 17th April 2023 

May Day—Monday 1st May 2023 

King’s Coronation Day—Monday 8th May 2023 

School Closes—Friday 26th May 2023 

Mid term break—Monday 29th May—2nd June 2023 

School Opens—Monday 5th June 2023 

School Closes—Friday 14th July 2023 

mailto:mashton@wigstonmat.org


Wigston Academy Year 9 Options FAQs 2023 
 
This document is designed to help answer frequently asked questions but it is often the nature of things 
that they pose more questions.  If this is the case please get in touch. 
 

Q:  Can a student select any three subjects?  
A:  No. All students must select one of the traditional subjects, (History, Geography, French or 

Spanish). 
 

Q:  Will the SENDCo be available for bookings during parents evening? 
A:  Yes. The SENDCo (Mr. Paul) will be bookable as well as the school careers advisor (Miss Martin) 

and Mr. Ashton for guidance about options.  
 

Q:  Is Psychology an option? 
A:  No.  Sociology is the social science that we are currently offering to students. We have found that 

students find this course more accessible than Psychology and therefore they have better success. 
Students who want to study Psychology at Key Stage 5 will still be able to. 

 
Q:  Can parents’ evening appointments be longer? 
A:  No. Unfortunately, the number of appointments don’t allow this. Teaching staff and subject leads 

can be contacted via email should further dialogue about option choices be needed.  
 

Q:  Will parents be given log in details for the online system? 
A:  Yes. To grant parents access we will need an email contact. Parents will be permitted access to 

view the choices of students; parents will not be able to amend the choices. If you have concerns 
about a student’s selection please contact us. 

 
Q:  How much time in Key Stage 4 will be devoted to exam papers in lessons? 
A:  Students are regularly assessed in lessons and over time. Exam questions are embedded into 

assessments and lessons so that students experience exam questions. Formal Pre-Public 
Examinations (Mocks) take place at the end of Year 10 and again in Year 11. 

 
Q:  What are the grades on the data report? 
A:  Working at grades were collected at the beginning of the term. Teachers have given GCSE grades 

based on the content covered so far in KS3. There is a lot of content to be covered still. They are 
not target or predicted grades, these will be given to students when they start KS4. For more 
details about how students are currently working in subjects, please book an appointment with 
teachers at parents’ evening on Thursday 16th February 2023. 

 
Q:  What support can my child get? 

PSHCE lessons and an Assembly 
Students have had an LEBC Workshop in tutor groups. 
Students have logged on to the options system in tutor time. They will have more 

opportunities to do this after half term. 
Students had the opportunity to try four different subjects during the taster day on 9th 

February. 
Subject parents evening (virtual). 
One-to-One interviews with a school leader. 
Career and peer-to-peer meetings available on request. 

 
Q:  When is the selection deadline? 
Friday 17th March 

 



 

Suggestions for supporting students over 

coming months 

Know that revision is most effective when it is short, sharp sessions everyday 

if possible. 

Know that good revision looks like this:  

• Short, focused session of 20 – 30 minutes at a time 

• In a cool, brightly lit space, sitting at a desk/table 

• Following the personal revision schedule provided 

• Reduction – reducing notes down each time (processing) 

• Using coloured paper and cards, not white 

• Using brain- friendly techniques ie using shape, pattern, lines and images 

• Written in a thick red pen and highlighted only in yellow 

• Including symbols or images to reflect meaning of words or phrases 

• Spaced – once notes are made, revisit twice a month 

The most successful students arrive at school well rested (8 hrs sleep), well fed 

(nutritious breakfast) and well hydrated (drinking up to 8 glasses of water a 

day). 

Useful information to help students boost their performance in exams 

Brain boosting foods – eggs (cholene in the yolk helps memory and focus); 

nuts, pumpkin seeds, fatty fish (sardines, mackerel, salmon); blueberries; 

oranges; broccoli; green tea; wholegrain bread/pasta/rice 

Brain boosting habits – eating less sugar; limiting refined carbs such as cakes, 

cookies, cereals, white bread/rice/pasta; having a fish oil supplement (or flax 

seed if you don’t eat fish); having a vitamin D capsule; regular exercise (eg 15 

mins of walking boosts brain function); 8 hours of sleep 

Remember - 2% dehydration = 20% loss of focus/concentration 

Most important of all: 

Sleep – makes revising easier and more successful – feeds the memory; lack 

of sleep lowers learning/revising abilities by as much as 40% 



John Horton Conway (1937-2020) 

The Liverpudlian is best known for the serious maths that 
has come from his analyses of games and puzzles. In 1970 
he came up with the rules for the Game of Life, a game in 
which you see how patterns of cells evolve in a grid. Early 
computer scientists adored playing Life, earning Conway 
star status. He has made important contributions to many 
branches of pure maths, such as group theory, number 
theory and geometry and, with collaborators, has also 
come up with wonderful-sounding concepts like surreal 
numbers, the grand antiprism and monstrous moonshine. 

https://www.theguardian.com/science/2020/apr/23/john-
horton-conway-obituary 

Maths interventions continue to run every Thursday.  

For Years 7 to 10 this runs from 3.00 to 4.00 pm in ICT 5, for homework help, revision and general maths 
support. Students are welcome to turn up to complete homework and then leave whenever they are 
finished. There is also a topic focus which is shared with students via the weekly power point. 

For Year 11 there is a higher (C0.12) and a foundation (C0.1) session. Topics are taken from the KS4 
schemes or cover weaker topics using data from the most recent assessment analysis. 

All students are set weekly tasks on Mymaths.  

The school username is wigston1 

The school password is square177 

Please see your maths teacher if you have forgotten your personal username and password. 

Cryptographer 
A Cryptographer is a technical expert who is responsible for developing security systems, created by 
complex algorithms, to encrypt sensitive data. This role is vitally important, ensuring that some of the 
most highly sensitive data in the modern world, including personal, business, and military data is stored  
securely away from prying eyes.  
 
While Cryptography may seem like a new career only for the digital age, this isn’t actually the case. 
Modern cryptographers use computer algorithms and ciphers, but maths has been used all throughout 
history to secure communication.  

https://www.theguardian.com/science/2020/apr/23/john-horton-conway-obituary
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2020/apr/23/john-horton-conway-obituary


With the increasing concern of cyber crimes being reported around the world, a maths career as a 
Cryptographer is fast becoming an ever-more important role. You will need to have a thorough 
understanding of statistical models and theoretical algorithms, as well as up-to-date knowledge of IT 
security hardware and software.  
 
Cryptographers use mathematics and computer science to create ciphers which are then used to secure 
data. Cryptographers work to come up with new solutions for security as the previous methods become 
obsolete. When messages are encrypted, cryptographers are needed to be able to crack the ciphers used 
on the messages and read them.   
 
Those pursuing cryptography should try to gain skills in the following areas: 

Advanced algebra  
Algorithms  
Programming languages such as C, C++, Python, and Java 
Symmetric cryptography 
Asymmetric cryptography 
Computer networking 
Cybersecurity 
 

Typical duties can vary between design and analysis. For example, you may be responsible for designing 
robust systems that are secure from hacking. Or, you could find yourself moving into the field as a 
Cryptoanalyst, where you will work to decrypt information contained with cipher texts. 
Once you have all your qualifications, you will spend another 3 years training on the job, usually as an 
intern, earning around £30,000. Salaries after this point can raise to around £50,000, after another 8 
years of training you can expect to be earning around £70,000 with the best in the business earning up to 
£90,000. 

Some interesting facts about Pi: 
 
• Somewhere in the numbers of Pi will be your phone number. 
• 123456 does not appear anywhere in the first million digits of pi. 
• The symbol for pi  π has only been used for the last 250 years.  
• We can never truly measure the circumference or the area of a circle because we can never truly 

know the value of pi.  
• Pi has been studied by the human race for almost 4,000 years. 
• Rajveer Meena holds the record for reciting over 70,000 decimals places of Pi. 
• Calculation of Pi is used as a stress test for computers. 
• In the Greek alphabet, π (piwas) is the sixteenth letter. 
• Pi wasn’t always known as pi. Before the 1700s, it was a definition of “the quantity which when the 

diameter is multiplied by it, yields the circumference”. 
• Givenchy make an aftershave for men called Pi. 
• Thomas Keller and team identified 62,831,853,071,796 digits of Pi in 

2021. 
 



During the Autumn Term, 65 students entered a Young 

Writers’ Poetry competition. The challenge was to write a 

poem about a current issue, or a concept that was 

important to them. Our students chose their own themes 

and issues to write about, and these were: equality, climate 

change, the future, respect, religion, sexism, dreams and 

tolerance. Their entries showed maturity and a strong 

grasp of morality too. All of their creative poems were 

selected for publishing and they were amongst the 

thousands of entries the Young Writers received for the 

competition. We are proud of our students - well done to 

all who contributed! 

 

These are some observational drawings of insects which Year 7 have produced. 
The students looked at tonal shading to create the shadows and highlights to 
make the drawing look 3D and realistic.  



 In Design and Technology, Year 10 
students have been producing some 
incredible perspective drawings for 
their desk tidy project. They have 
worked really hard on making sure 
that the drawings are accurate and 
annotated well to explain their ideas 
as if they were being used in 
industry. We are now working 
towards using CAD/CAM to develop 
our drawings in order to get them 
laser cut and constructed. Very 
impressive work! Well done to all of 
the students. 

 



 

In Year 7 textiles, the students have 
been working really hard towards 
creating a felt monster. We have been 
learning lots of new techniques and 
skills including how to sew on buttons, 
how to do applique and also how to 
thread a needle. Students have made 
some amazing work, well done to 
them all! 

 



 
In Year 7 students have been learning about the formal element colour. They have 

completed colour wheels by mixing watercolours in preparation to learn about the artist 

David Feldkamp. 

 

Year 8 Pop Art Project 

Year 8 students are exploring 

Pop Art and artists who 

focus on food. 

They have begun the project 

by completing colourful Pop 

Art title pages. 

During the Pop Art project, 

Year 8s have been learning 

about the artist Burton 

Morris and have produced 

an artist copy using grid 

method and colour pencils.  

 

 



 

Year 9 Graffiti Project 

Year 9s have been exploring graffiti, what graffiti is and different types of graffiti artists. 

Students have produced graffiti research pages to investigate what graffiti is. 

So far in the project, students are looking at two key graffiti artists - Banksy and Shephard 

Fairey.  

Students have completed an artist research page, artist copy and analysis to understand 

the process the artists went through.  

 



PE and Sport News 

It has been another busy half term in the PE department. Our Year 10 Sports Leaders have been busy 

working with Primary Schools and our extra-curricular clubs continue to be very popular! There were  

another 35 sporting fixtures including more Oadby and Wigston Champions! We also had over 60  

extra-curricular clubs where 300 students attended! Well done all! 

Rugby 

Our Girls and Boys Rugby clubs continue to be as popular as ever.  

We also entered two teams into another Rugby Festival. The Year 7/8 Team and 9/10 Teams both did  

really well and showed some great skills and a brilliant attitude. There are more competitions coming up. 

Well done all! 

 

 

 

 

Sports Leaders 

It has been a very busy half term for our Year 10 Sports Leaders as they have been involved in ten  

different events. 

Various groups of Leaders have gone in to our local feeder Primary Schools to deliver sports sessions. This 

has included some football, netball and multi-sports and students from Year 2 to Year 6.  

Our Sports Leaders have also helped to organise and run dodgeball, basketball and inclusive sports 

events that we have hosted at Wigston Academy. 

The Leaders have all displayed a superb attitude and have received lots of compliments and praise from 

the Primary Schools and event organisers. 



Aspiration Active:  Momentum 

A small group of our Year 8 students have been lucky enough to be selected to work with Leicester Riders 

basketball player Mo Walker on a course looking at their aspirations. The course, which has run for 5 

weeks, was a combination of practical and theory work. The students involved have had a great time and 

learnt a lot! A big thanks to Mo, the Riders Foundation and Learning South Leicestershire School Sports 

Partnership for letting us be a part of it! 

Cricket 

Our Girls’ Cricket Club, ran by Leicestershire County Cricket Club, came to an end after 10 brilliant weeks 

which culminated in an amazing Glow in the Dark Festival! It has been brilliant to see girls in Year 7 and 8 

take up this new opportunity and we hope to continue it after half term. More details to follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We entered our first ever Mixed Cricket team into the 

Oadby and Wigston U15’s Tournament. The students had a 

great time and came joint 3rd. Well done all! 



To keep up to date with information from the PE department, please follow our Twitter account: 
@WigstonAcadPE 

Badminton 

Our KS3 and KS4 Badminton teams started their Oadby and Wigston League campaigns this half term. 

In their first matches v Manor, the KS3 teams won 8-0 and 6-2 and the KS4 teams won 7-1 and 8-0. 

In their second matches v Beauchamp, the KS3 teams lost one and won one, whilst the KS4 teams lost 

and drew. 

They still have 1 more fixture to play.   Well done all. 

Football 

Our three Oadby and Wigston Champion Boys teams are into the County Cup rounds this half term. The 

Year 8 Boys unfortunately lost 1-0 to Hastings in a very close match. The Year 11 Boys are through to the 

semi-finals, as they look to defend their County crown from Year 10, after beating Humphrey Perkins 3-2. 

The Year 10 team still have their match to play. 

The girls Oadby and Wigston League fixtures have also started. Our Year 7 and Year 8/9 teams got off to 

an amazing start as they beat Manor High School 13-2 and 6-2 respectively. They then faced Beauchamp 

where the 7’s remained unbeaten thanks to a 1-1 draw but the 8/9s unfortunately lost. Meanwhile, the 

Year 10/11 Girls’ Football team were crowned Oadby and Wigston Champions after they beat  

Beauchamp 10-1. They will now go on to the County Cup. Well done girls! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A great half term in school for our community team. We are 

planning lots of exciting things coming up in the next few 

months… 

Community link with Leicester Riders 

This term we continue with our amazing link with the Leicester 

Riders. Mo Walker, one of the players, comes in to work with 

some of our students in sessions he has created called 

‘Momentum’. The students have thoroughly enjoyed the 

sessions so far and look forward to seeing Mo each week and 

are learning a lot through his experiences.  

Duke of Edinburgh 2022-2023 

The students are continuing to work hard with the many different activities that they are involved in. At 

the beginning of March, the students will be spending a weekend in school to be given the required 

training for the expedition element of the course. They will be taught lots of valuable skills, such as map 

reading, using a compass, putting up tents and cooking on camping stoves. They will need to 

demonstrate these skills effectively when they are assessed later in to the summer term.  

Wigston Academy Charity Month – March 2023 

This term we will be raising money every week in March for both local and national charities.  Everyone 

can get involved by baking some cakes, buying some cakes or supporting our red theme for Comic 

Relief! #getinvolved 

WA Bake Off & Cake Sales 

Students in all year groups have the chance to take part in our Wigston 

Academy Bake Off, dates below, and will hold a cake sale. The proceeds 

from the cake sales will be split between two local food banks and the 

Wombles Litter Organisation. More details to follow via our Weduc app 

nearer the time. 

Wednesday 8th March – Year 7 Bake Off and Cake Sale 

Tuesday 14th March – Year 8 Bake Off and Cake Sale 

Wednesday 22nd March – Year 9 Bake off and Cake Sale 

Wednesday 29th March – Year 10 Bake Off and Cake Sale 



 
Comic Relief 2023 – Friday March 17th 

All students will take part in a non-uniform day on Friday 17th March to support Comic Relief.  We are 

encouraging everyone to wear something red to join in with the theme this year. Donations up to £1 on 

the day.  

 

 

Performing arts have had a very busy time at the Trust this academic year so far. We are currently 

working on The Wizard of Oz, which is being performed 15th to 18th March. We have over 70 students 

involved back stage, on stage and in the orchestra and all our students have been working incredibly 

hard. This is a culmination of many months of hard work. We are thrilled with the amount of new 

students that we have involved in this production. We have many staff also involved and we would like 

to say a huge thank you to those who are supporting us in any way.  

Alongside this, we are thinking about our last concert of the academic year, Summer Madness, which 

will be performed on 27th and 28th June. Tickets are available for all our productions and can be 

purchased through our website at www.wigstoncollege.org  www.wigstonacademy.org follow the 

production ticket link. These can also be purchased from the Academy reception with cash or cheque.  

Please come and support our amazing students who are involved in our productions, some performing 

for the very first time. Thank you for your support of Performing Arts and we look forward to seeing you 

there.  

Miss Watkiss - Joint Head of Performing Arts 

http://www.wigstoncollege.org
http://www.wigstonacademy.org


 

With just 12 weeks remaining until the summer examination series, it has been an industrious time here 

in the Sixth Form. A number of students had the joy of live examinations in January when they returned 

from their Christmas break, and we wish them luck for their results. Our Academic Mentor, Mrs Dobney, 

has produced a revision schedule and timetable for all Year 13 students to really help them focus and to 

plan and manage these crucial remaining weeks. What we would like to reiterate to our Year 13s is that 

there is still more than enough time to make an impact. 

Staff are still doing their upmost to support all students.  Here is an overview of current achievement 

and intervention sessions available (please note times may change but students will be informed of any 

changes): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of course, the above sessions all work hand-in-hand with the quality first teaching and support 

strategies used across all subjects such as; knowledge organisers, writing frames and essay/long answer 

response scaffolding, targeted questioning and comprehension checks, student folder and notes checks, 

peer mentoring, access to exemplar material, quality feedback, lessons and resources shared via TEAMS, 

study and revision guides…. and the list goes on! If you are unsure about any of the above please do get 

in contact with your child’s teacher to discuss what they can be doing or how you can support them in 

the run up to their exams. 

Subject Time 

Art and Design and Technology 
Every lunchtime, non-contact periods 
and after College 

Sciences 

Chemistry Mon 3pm, Biology Tuesday 
3pm, Physics drop in during free periods 

Maths 
Wednesdays 3-4pm A0.13 

Geography 
Drop-in sessions available 

A-level PE 
Wednesday Tutor Time 

Business 
Wednesday Lunchtime 

Media Studies & Film Studies 
Currently: Monday 3-4pm 

Social Science 
Will begin after Half Term 

History and Politics 

History - Mon after school & Weds break 
drop-in sessions (NEA) Politics - Tues 
lunch time 

English Language and Literature 
Tuesday 3-4pm 

Computer Science/IT 

Drop-in sessions can be held on 
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday lunch 
time 

Music and Music Tech 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday during 
non-contact periods 

Drama 
1-2-1 sessions available on request/
where needed. 



 
UCAS Update 

Around 65% of Year 13 students have applied to university for 2023 start. Other students are planning 

on taking up apprenticeships or employment or taking a year out before applying to university the 

following year. Around one third of those who have applied have already accepted an offer from their 

preferred university. Popular courses include: Criminology, Psychology, Law, Media/Film, Health and 

Medical related courses, Art & Design, Business and Sport. 

The information below has been shared with UCAS applicants via MS TEAMS and should help if 
students are unsure what to do once they have received all the decisions from universities. 
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/after-you-apply/types-offer/replying-your-ucas-undergraduate-
offers#how-to-make-your-replies 

There is no benefit to students in delaying accepting an offer, if they have made a decision about first 
and second choices. Once they have accepted they can get on with organising accommodation. The 
sooner they start this the more likely they are to get their first choice of accommodation. 
Information about student loans and the opening of applications for loans for 2023 is expected later this 
month. We will of course alert students when this happens. 

Year 11 Interviews 

The Sixth Form team has begun the process of interviewing our applicants from Wigston Academy. It 
has been a great pleasure to meet them and discuss their subject choices as they look to secure their 
places at Wigston College for next year. Each applicant will shortly receive their offer letters if they 
haven’t already. We will be keeping in touch with all of our applicants throughout this process and will 
be confirming the details of our summer induction day with them shortly. After half term we will begin 
the process of interviewing all of our non Wigston Academy applicants. If you have any queries or 
questions about the application or the Sixth Form process please do not hesitate to get in touch via 
apply@wigstoncollege.org or contact reception and we will be more than happy to get back to you.  

As you know we regularly share the progress and efforts of our students with parents and carers in the 

reports we send home and we are extremely proud of their commitment and resilience. The Year 13 

students below have shown outstanding effort and have received full marks for their attitude to 

learning across all of their subjects. We would like to congratulate these students and look forward to 

watching their progress. We will share the names of our Year 12 students that have outstanding 

attitude to learning following the next report window. 

Flora Barnden, Jaskaren Bassi, Phoebe Bates, Ruth Birrell, Lia Brooks, Kudakwashe Chitsiga,  
Rosina Cusano, Alex Cyrson, Katy Dalton, Emma Donaldson, Cassandra Gottschalk, Bethany Hill,  
Scarlett Lewin, Jack Martin, Samuel Merry, Christopher Oddy, Akash Patel, Esha Patel, Neve Ross,  
Hanifa Said, Elliot Tanser, Molly White and Thomas Wilkinson 

Year 13 Outstanding Attitude to Learning 

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/after-you-apply/types-offer/replying-your-ucas-undergraduate-offers#how-to-make-your-replies
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/after-you-apply/types-offer/replying-your-ucas-undergraduate-offers#how-to-make-your-replies
mailto:apply@wigstoncollege.org


 

This year saw the return of face-to-face Mock  

Interviews for Year 13 students looking for  

apprenticeships or employment and all Year 11  

students.  We welcomed 28 local employers on 

Wednesday January 26th, who interviewed our  

students and their feedback was really  

positive.  

“It was so evident from my interviews with every  

student that they do enjoy school. Such a  

positive statement. It is so clear that the teachers 

have worked immensely hard in creating such a  

vibrant culture.” Anil Tailor – Accountant 

Year 11 and Year 13 Mock Interviews 

“Every pupil I spoke to was a credit to 

themselves and your hard working staff, so 

confident, mature and personable.” – Jessica 

Southworth – Charity fundraising manager 

 

There was a fantastic buzz around the hall and 

the students rose to the challenge – a number of 

the volunteers said that if they did have a job 

vacancy at the moment they would have 

employed several students. Thank you to all of 

the volunteers who gave up their time to help 

and support our students.  

Apprenticeship Presentation 

It was an absolute pleasure to welcome Parris Small back to Wigston 

College on the 2nd February. She left four years ago and is following a 

degree level apprenticeship at Jaguar Land Rover. Parris spoke to our 

Year 13 students who are looking to apply for apprenticeships over 

the next few months. Parris talked about her experience and the 

journey she is taking – and what the future holds. Thank you Parris – 

we look forward to seeing you again soon!   

 



 

It’s National Apprenticeship Week: 
6th to 12th February 

Save the date—Wigston College and Academy 
Careers Fair 

To raise awareness of apprenticeships and the options available, tutors have shared lots of 

information during tutor time with their tutor group to all students in Year 7 to Year 13.  For 

students who are thinking about following the apprenticeship pathway there were lots of 

activities and workshops to take part in.  

 

 

The annual Careers Fair will be held on Wednesday 29th March, 5.30pm 

to 8.00pm. More information will be shared with students (Years 8 to 

13), parents and carers after half term. There will be a wide range of local 

employers, Further and Higher Education providers in attendance.  




