
Assessment: 

Paper 1:  
Language, the Individual & Society  
(40% of A Level)   2 hours 30 mins exam 
 
This exam includes language study, exploring 
textual variety and children’s language development. 
This includes ideas such as: 

 why adverts use specific words and phrases; 

 how we learn to speak and write. 
 

Paper 2:  
Language Diversity & Change  
(40% of A Level)   2 hours 30 mins exam 
 
This exam allows students to explore how language 
is diverse and how it has changed over time. 
This includes ideas such as,: 

 people’s views on accent and dialect;  

 how language is different now, compared to 
say 200 years ago, and why it has changed. 

 

Coursework:  
Language Investigation & Original 
Writing  
(20% of A Level) 

The Investigation could look at, for example: 

 the language used in three different adverts 
for a particular product; 

 the language of sports commentary. 
 
The Original Writing could cover, for example: 

 a short story for children; 

 a piece of travel journalism. 

Course Information 

A Level English Language is a 
challenging course that builds on the 
skills acquired while studying for 
GCSE English Language.    
 
Over the course of two years, students 
will learn how to use linguistic 
frameworks to analyse texts, enabling 
them to explore a range of texts on a 
much deeper level. They will develop 
their understanding of English 
Language by learning about how we 
acquire language as a child and how 
language has changed over time. 
They will also look at how we all use 
English Language differently and how 
language can produce and reflect 
social values. They will also complete 
coursework on an investigation into a 
topic that interests them and get a 
chance to do some original writing. 

 

 

 
 
 

What could I go on to do after the 
course? 
 
A Level English Language develops 
many useful skills that employers and 
further education establishments 
recognise and appreciate.  
 

You will develop skills in: 

 Close textual analysis 

 Reading and selecting appropriate 
material 

 Independent study 

 Writing logical and cohesive 
extended essays 
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