
 
What will I study? 
 
Learners will take five units to achieve 
this qualification. There are three 
mandatory units that are externally 
assessed. These are the Fundamentals 
of IT, Global information and Cyber 
security. The first two mandatory units 
provide learners with an insight into the 
IT sector as you investigate the pace of 
technological change, IT infrastructure, 
the flow of information on a global scale 
and important legal and security 
considerations. The third mandatory unit 
reflects an important development in the 
sector around information security and 
requires learners to consider how data 
should be protected and the response of 
the IT sector to emerging threats such as 
cyber terrorism.  

 

Learners must then take two of the four 
optional units that are centre-assessed 
and moderated by the exam board. The 
optional units include Project 
management, Product development, 
Systems analysis and design and the 
Internet of Everything.  
 
Assessment 
 
The course is assessed using a 
combination of: external assessment, 
which is set and marked by the exam 
board and internal assessment, where 
the tutor assesses the learners’ work and 
the exam board externally moderate.  

 

 

How are these graded? 

 

Every unit achieved will be graded as 
pass, merit, or distinction. Learners who 
don’t achieve a pass in a unit will be 
unclassified. A learner must get at least 
a pass for every unit to be awarded the 
qualification they have entered for. 
Qualifications are graded using a Pass, 
Merit, Distinction, Distinction* (and 
Unclassified) structure.  

 

Summary of externally assessed 

units 

 

Unit 1 Fundamentals of IT: comprises 
multiple choice questions, short answer 
and extended response questions 

 

Unit 2 Global information: comprises 
short answer and extended response 
questions based on a pre-released case 
study. Also, there are short answer and 
extended response questions.  

 

Unit 3 Cyber security: comprises short 
answer and extended response 
questions based on a pre-released case 
study. A new case study is released for 
each examination series and will focus 
on either a personal or a corporate 
perspective. This will also feature short 
answer and extended response 
questions and will focus on the theme 
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Course details 

This qualification is designed for 
learners 16 years old or over who want 
to continue their education through 
applied learning by developing their 
knowledge and understanding of the 
principles of IT and global information 
systems. Achievement of this 
qualification can support progression to 
go on and study relevant IT degrees in 
a Higher Education institution such as, 
Computing and IT, Computing Science, 
Software Developments, Software 
Engineering, ICT and Computer 
Networks or Business Information 
Systems.  

What qualifications do I need to 

study on the course? 

Normally a learner would choose one of 
the OCR Level 3 Cambridge Technicals 
in IT because they have successfully 
gained Level 2 qualifications in a similar 
or related subject, but there are no 
formal requirements for these 
qualifications.  

 
 
 
 



What could I go on to do 

after the course? 

This qualification is designed for 

learners 16 years old or over who 

want to continue their education 

through applied learning by 

developing their knowledge and 

understanding of the principles of IT 

and global information systems.  

Achievement of this qualification can 

support progression to go on and 

study in a Higher Education 

institution either on relevant IT 

degrees such as, Computing and 

Technology or Business IT or support 

progression on to other degree 

courses.  

The Certificate will provide learners 

with the fundamental skills, 

knowledge and understanding of IT. 

It could be taken alongside other 

vocational or academic qualifications. 
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16+ Opportunities 
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Being a Wigston College student, you 

will be entitled to all Microsoft 

development software, all Microsoft 

Operating systems and you will be 

given an Office 365 account enabling 

you to download a full version of the 

latest MS-Office. You will also receive 

1Tb of cloud storage. 
2017 
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